BARDSEY PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING 2011.
Present  - Cllr Stentiford (in the Chair), the Clerk, all members of the Parish Council and approx. 30 village residents. 

 Apologies for absence – These were received from Jack and Monica Cairns. 
 Minutes of 2010 APM.- The Minutes and Financial Statement having been circulated, it was proposed Shelley Collier, seconded Pauline Hills, and agreed unanimously, that the Minutes be accepted as a true record. 
 Chairman’s Welcome and Report on Work of Council during 2010- 2011.

Cllr Stentiford welcomed everyone to the meeting and reported on a busy year.  Work completed included the new Sports Clubhouse, the opening of the re-developed playground, and the restoration of West Well and the Village Pump. 
Work on going included Park Field, with the latest project for an outdoor table tennis facility ;Willan’s Wood; the village pond; Hetchell Woods, where there was a constant summer problem with campers; and the extension of the path from Ascot to the Congreves, where despite failing to obtain a grant, preliminary work was planned by the Council. 
Groups of Cllrs had worked on Planning, Highways and other topics. 

The Chairman regretted the departure from the Council of the following Cllrs:-

Cllr Hoyland who had worked unstintingly to deal with Highway issues.

Cllr Lobley who had been a useful member of the Planning team, and who had made valiant efforts to enhance the website. 
Cllr Gittins who had attempted to improve communication between the Council and the village community.

Cllr Overfield, responsible for the development of Park Field, The Sports Clubhouse, the village map and surrounding landscaping, the Ascot path, the organisation of village fests  and one of the authors of the Parish Plan. For much of his 8 years on the Council he had been Vice-Chairman. As a special thank you, the Chairman offered Cllr Overfield a small gift from the Council. 

The Chairman went on to explain that in place of the 4 retiring Cllrs, 4 volunteers had come forward and would be automatically elected unopposed. 

He explained that the Council had felt it necessary to increase the Precept by a small margin in order to build up depleted resources and to have some capital for future projects at a time when grants were becoming difficult to obtain.
 Question and Answer Session on:-

   a) Localism – led by Bob Robinson of DPP, introduced by Cllr Gittins. 

In response to questions from Cllr Gittiins, and later from the floor, Mr Robinson explained how localism will be relevant to Bardsey. The current bill is at the stage of a second reading and is likely to become law in November. One of its provisions is the right to run certain services in place of LCC if the community so wishes. The power to exercise some control over planning , possibly full control over house extensions, would be one  such possibility.  It is recommended that in advance of publication of the bill ,the Council lists its community assets-, everything from open fields to village pubs( remains in force for 5 years). The advantage is that the neighbourhood has first to be consulted when any development is being considered. However, the community would not get any preferential rate over the potential developer. The best way to protect land is to get it declared a village green, although strict criteria are applied to the process.   The community would also have the power to build within the village. 
The most important need is to develop a Neighbourhood Plan – an extension of the Parish Plan concept but carrying more weight with LCC ,who would include it in the Statutory Development Plan, provided it accords with the Leeds overall Development Plan ( unlikely to be in place before 2013 at the earliest), and provided it had the support of 50% of the electorate. Developers will have to accept a levy in return for building, the money to go into a fund for the good of the community (to be specified in the Neighbourhood Plan ). 
We should be considering what assets to the community( schools, community centres, perhaps across an area) we would accept in return for development. If parishes combine in formulating their Plans their opinions will carry more weight. 
The basic problem for LCC is that they have insufficient land to meet the demand for housing and will either have to accept further garden grabbing ( likely) or take out large chunks of green belt land, which they will try to avoid doing. Much could be done in the way of housing regeneration – remodelling housing estates with a mix of public and private housing, but the difficulty is that the greatest  demand for housing is in areas like ours. 
   b) Communication in the Community , led by Jason Cook  Cllr Gittins introduced Jason Cooke, a young Bardsey resident, who is an expert on internet interaction and has helped the Parish Council improve its website. In response to questioning, Jason sought to answer the question of how we can improve our communication in the community.
He said that there were many varieties of communication- the spoken word, e mail, leaflets, and different web sites such as Twitter and Face Book. Some have greater appeal than others to different age groups. When asked recently to supply e mail addresses, there had been a very poor response from the community. In Jason’s view, persistence was the answer. He considers it imperative for people to evangelise, to spread their enthusiasms, and to repeat messages. Modern methods of electronic communication make it possible for even those with very busy lives to receive instant news. A census on the most popular method of communicating might be a good idea. 
Thanks .The Chairman thanked villagers and Cllrs for attending and offered particular thanks to Cllr Gittins, Bob Robinson and Jason Cook. 
Signed:                                          Date:                             BPC APM Mins. 2011.

BPC 2011 APM AG. 
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