 BARDSEY CUM RIGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10th JANUARY 2013
POLICE AND RESIDENTS FORUM The Crime report for Nov. to Dec. specified 1 theft non specific, 1 burglary dwelling , 1 theft from vehicle and 1 criminal damage. 
No residents attended. 
DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS. None. 
PRESENT Cllrs Stentiford,  Frankland, Bryant, Hoyland ,  Wright, Flockton , and Bosomworth.
APOLOGIES.  Cllrs Tatman and Bradford.  
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON NOVEMBER 8TH  2012. These were approved. The Clerk reported that the meeting scheduled for December 13th had had to be cancelled at the last minute due to the absence of a quorum.  
MATTERS ARISING  
1.Speed limit on Wike Lane  Cllr Hoyland had received confirmation from Nick Borras that the scheme is to go ahead and the objections to be overruled. Much credit should go to Ed Stentiford, Chairman, for his thorough investigation of the matter. 
2. Request for financial help towards road  re-surfacing adjacent to Bowling Club on Woodacre Crescent. Martin Smith had informed the Council that some of the residents had estimated the cost of repair of the section of the road from Woodacre Lane to the end of the Bowling Club at 4,000 but no detailed breakdown of these figures had been obtained. The Council agreed to offer £1,000.(Action JG).
3. New Bin outside Callister Hall. This is now in situ, although larger than requested. The Refuse Dept. are to be asked to empty the bin outside the Vicarage which is overflowing. 
4. Highways Update- 

· Traffic Signals on A 58 near Rigton Bank – Cllr Flockton had observed that one of these had been knocked over during the Christmas period and Cllr Hoyland had later reported it to Highways. It has not yet been replaced and may be re-sited .
· Banking on Rigton Bank – Some of the defects on this road have been addressed but the banking  may have been eroded by the building work on the road but Steve Parry is uncertain. A permanently blocked drain half way up on the Margaret Avenue side does not help. A detailed plan for the whole area is required. 
· Possibility of new footway on Wike Lane / Keswick Lane junction Tony Peniston had responded to this request explaining that to avoid annoyance to residents this would need to be sited near the verge where there is a 3-4 ft drop and would therefore require a barrier. There is currently no money for this. 
· Potholes The pothole on the footpath on Church Lane has reappeared but has been reported again. Potholes on Blackmoor Lane, Wike Lane and Syke Lane have been dealt with very promptly. A hole has appeared in the carriageway by a drain outside “Two Hoots” on Bingley Bank. This has been reported. 
· Moorland posts between Second Avenue and Congreve Approach – These have been vandalised. Cllr Wright to report this. (Action GW)
5.Work on Dropped Kerbs. This work should have been carried out before Christmas but has been delayed. 
6. Marker Posts on Cornmill Ginnel. The posts have finally been installed but not in the position previously agreed .Nick Borras had questioned the contractors about the change from the original plan. They contended that the bollards would be more effective placed at the narrowest point ,as vehicles could have driven on to the grass verges at either end and got round them. Nick commented that this did not stop vehicles getting in at the A58 end .He added that the absence of any form of lighting did not help. Cllr Frankland suggested that the best solution would be to get Highways to move the post nearest the A58 ,and get Mark Hullah to put in an extra one. Cllr Hoyland is to discuss with Nick Borras ways of dealing with the constant wet, slippery surface of the ginnel. (Action JG, BH) 
7.Youth Club.  About 6 or 7 youths have been attending.   

8. Gap near bridge on Cornmill Lane. Cllr Frankland had been informed that the gap was in the curtilage of Mr Tillotson’s land, and the latter, when approached, had given permission for a fence over the gap .Mark Hullah had then erected a fence at Council expense. The Clerk had written to thank those concerned. Credit must go to Cllr Frankland for finding and achieving a solution to a possible safety hazard in this area. 
9..Incidentical Expenses for Cllrs. The Clerk had received a response from YLCA, based on advice from NALC. A basic parish allowance can legally be paid to Cllrs, other than those co-opted, but needs the approval of the Remuneration Panel of the Principal Authority. If permitted, it has to be advertised in a conspicuous space at the time and again at the year end, is subject to inspection by the public, and will have to meet PAYE requirements. Sheena Spence was not aware of many PCs adopting the procedure. Travel expense and other incidental expenses can be claimed without resort to these proceedings. The Council decided against pursuing the matter further. 
10.Possibility of Zebra Crossing on A58 at entrance to Church Lane. Highways are to conduct a feasibility study into this and Cllr Hoyland will ask them also to look into the possibility of one at the end of the Blacksmith’s field. (Action BH).
11. Illegal Signs on Highway. Those concerned have been notified. The Clerk was asked to report an illuminated sign at Mount Pleasant at Blackmoor Farm and query whether it required planning permission. (Action JG).
12. Emptying of Bins on Park Field in winter. Mark Hullah will continue to empty the bins for no additional charge. The Council, however, considered that this anti social job should be rewarded .They would agree the amount next month. 
13. Proposal from Norman Overfield that CTCV controls should be only access by a formally nominated PC and BSC representative.  Cllr Tatman is to be the PC representative. 
14. Vandalised Phone Box at Tithe Barn Lane – Reply from BT on November 9th. This was noticed by an East Keswick Cllr and has been dealt with by BT. 
STANDING AGENDA ITEMS 
1 .Park Field  Cllr Wright had noted a tree rotted at the base and leaning dangerously over a fence. It was agreed to report this to Mark Hullah. (Action JG)
2 .Willan’s Wood. Cllr Flockton  had noticed some spring/water running out of the horse trough and will monitor.
3. Playground. The Clerk reported that she had submitted the Insurance Claim which had later been paid , less VAT and policy excess. The next Playground Inspection has been agreed with Gary Watkinson (LCC) for February at a cost of £50 + VAT. 
4. Web Site . Nothing to report. 
5.School and Community Links. It is hoped that Lance Tattersall will be the link between the School and the Council and be willing to visit occasional PC meetings to supply information. 
6. Neighbourhood Plan.  Cllr Frankland reported on the Project Board meeting he and the Chairman had attended on 5th December. The total number of new properties required by LCC in the NE Outer Leeds Area has now been re-calculated at the lower figure of 3,900.The new German Bank in Wetherby may be able to assist Steering Committees .A small drafting sub committee of the Bardsey SC had met on January 7th. This included Chris Sidle who has joined the SC and will be in charge of Communications. The PC approved the actions of the SC. 
PLANNING 

1 .New Applications.:-  
(a) Second Letter re 26 Church Lane .- 12/03657 – Object.
(b) P/12/ 04642 – 29 First Ave – Ext. of time for Ext. & Balcony. – Object. 
(c) P/12/ 05036 – Holly Grange – Garage & Store , Conversion of existing garage to ancillary accommodation.-  
(d) P/12/05232 – Ext. of time for permission 0903774 – Change of use   incl .2 storey ext. of existing workshop to form 4 bed house (Amendment to app. 09/01812)Blackmoor Farm, Tarn Lane. – No comment. 
(e) P/12/ 05259 – Erection of 14 houses – Land off Woodacre Green .No objection in principle but comments on footpath provision and parking issues. 
2. APPROVALS BY LCC:-

(a) P/12/04335 – Dalegarth, Rigton Bank – Exts. 
(b) P/ 12/ 03980 – 21 Wayside Crescent – Exts. 
(c) P/12/04208 – 8 First Ave – Exts.
(d) P/12/ 04335 – Dalegarth – Rigton Bank – Exts.  
(e) P/12/ 00595 – Rigton Croft – Erection of 4 houses and demolition of existing house- approved by the Inspector on Appeal.  

3. REFUSALS BY LCC:-  None.
4. Enforcement – Quarry Hill Farm, Mount Pleasant. Noted. 
5. Appeal – APP/N4720/D/12/2186123- Holly Lodge, 24 Blackmoor Lane Noted. 
6.Consultation on possible changes to planning process – Technical Reforms of Planning Appeals & Extended Permitted Development Rights. The Govt. considers that appeals currently take too long and proposes measures to speed up the process. They also wish to introduce an expedited Commercial Appeals Service giving priority to major commercial and residential developments. 
7. LCC Core Strategy Publication Draft- Comments from Councils are invited. The Clerk has obtained  a hard copy, and the documents  are also available on line.                  
FINANCE 

1. Bills for payment:
(a) Bardsey Sports Club – Contribution to Cameras –( Retro )                  £1,114.00
(b) GGS Groundcare – Maintenance & Repairs –( Retro )                           1,252.10 
(c) GGS Groundcare – Erection of fence at side of beck on Cornmill ginnel.    85.00

(d) J. Gallant – Salary & Expenses.                                                              1.541.75 

(e) CPRE – Subs                                                                                               29.00

It was agreed to pay the bills listed above. 

CORRESPONDENCE AND NEW BUSINESS.

1. Syke Lane Verges –  Tony Peniston , Highways, had replied to the request for reinstatement of the damaged  verges  in this area ,stating that he had no objection in principle but  has no funds at present  to allocate to this ,or to  making a new tarmac footpath on Syke Lane (Moss Syke to Public Footpath Bardsey No 7.)  It was agreed to reply, regretting the decision ,but hoping that the problem will be addressed in the future when monies are available. (Action JG) 
2. New Scheme at Moss Syke to remove grassed area and create car parking space. An e mail had been received from Carole Clark, Area Officer for Outer NE Area Support Team, explaining that the Council and NE Homes are considering a scheme at Moss Syke to remove the grassed area and create in its place 10-12 car parking spaces. The Council thought this would be a good idea in principle but were concerned about the likely run off of water which could exacerbate the problem at No 27. The likely cost would be £25,000. NE homes are prepared to contribute £20,000 and Harewood Cllrs may also make a contribution. As it is in Bardsey PC the Council is being asked whether it will also make a contribution. Council agreed to reply, asking first how much the Ward Cllrs are willing to contribute. (Action JG).
3. Gritting of roads –Varying treatment  Cllr Bryant had raised this issue as he had noted in the cold spell before Christmas that Syke Lane had not been gritted but Tarn Lane had. It was agreed to put this request to LCC. (Action JG)
4 Damage to Bus Shelter on A58 on West side at Mill Lane and to Rubbish Bin on Bus Stop at end of First Ave. The Clerk has reported these matters to the appropriate authorities.  
5.Request from Highways for Snow Champion. Highways would like one volunteer from each village to volunteer to act as a co-ordinator for other volunteers to assist the Authority with snow clearance from bus routes and other important thoroughfares. They will be given all necessary equipment and will need to receive and report back information to Highways. There were no volunteers. 
6. Necessity for Tendering – Reply from Sheena Spence. It is not essential for Councils to require tendering every 3 years. If PC standing orders require this ,they should be amended if Councils decide against the procedure. If an individual firm continues to hold a contract with a PC for a number of years it is sensible to write into the contract a statement that it can be revised at the Council’s discretion. The Chairman and Clerk suggest that Bardsey should amend its standing orders and adopt this approach. It would apply currently to GGS who have continued over a period of years to provide an excellent  service to the Council. Council agreed. (Action JG).
7. Waste Bin at BSC – E mail from Norman Overfield. Norman has now officially retired as Secretary of BSC and has been in the habit of emptying this bin. He would like to know who will take over. The Chairman offered to discuss this. (Action ES).
8 Funding for Council Tax Support – E mails from LCC.and from YLCA.  This gives Councils the opportunity to revise their precepts if they wish. The amount of Council Tax levied per household will from this year be increased marginally  ,regardless of any rise imposed by the PC. This is due to a change in Govt. policy. They no longer intend reimbursing Principal Authorities by way of a full grant for income lost to them from households with Council Tax benefits. LCC considers the fairest way to distribute the reduced grant is to offer it pro rata to those PCs with the maximum number of beneficiaries( Bardsey does not have many). Remaining residents will therefore have to pay more to make up the shortfall in Govt. grant aid. 
9. Complaint from Andrew Meadley and Ruth Middleton re flooding on Syke Lane due to surface water from highway.- Copy of letter of complaint sent to LCC  The residents of 27 Syke Lane claim that since 2011 they have experienced problems with water flooding on to their drive after heavy rainfall . They have repeatedly brought the matter to the attention of the Highway Dept., explaining that it would be helpful if the surface water drains were cleared. Help has repeatedly been promised but nothing has yet materialised. Cllr Hoyland passed the complaint to Highways and received an extensive response from Steve Parry explaining all the measures taken to date by Highways. The problem is caused by water discharging from neighbouring farm fields and overloading an already overloaded drainage system, eroding the top soil and filling the gullies, leading to further blockage. The Authority had tried but failed in an attempt to serve notice on the landowner – unsuccessful because the flooding is not intentional .The gullies have twice been cleared by Highways ..A concrete apron and false shoot gully may solve the problem but this has not yet been tried . The Legal Dept. has also been involved to ascertain whether the Dept. has any further obligation in the matter. The gullies were again cleared and free flowing on Christmas Eve but have probably blocked again after the next heavy rain. The conclusion is that the present gullies can cope in ordinary circumstances but not in extreme conditions. Only a new system can cope with this and there is currently no money for this. Council agreed that the next step was to write to the Golf Club, from which most of the water was coming, asking for their help in the matter and to suggest to the complainants that they do the same. (Action JG).
10. Request from Graham Etherington for Speed Bumps on Keswick Lane  Mr Etherington had contacted the Council reporting on the absence of speeding on this road over the Christmas period due to road works. He asked for speed bumps as an effective alternative for the future. The Clerk understood that it was not possible to install these on a bus route and had written to Highways for confirmation, but other Cllrs cited instances where there were speed bumps on bus routes e.g.Coal road and in  Shadwell.   Cllr Bosomworth suggested that 2 single passing points might be preferable, even if they made the road appear less rural. It was agreed to write to Highways asking whether there were any traffic calming measures they could suggest. (Action JG) 
11. Priorities for Outer NE Leeds Area. The organisation has set out its ideas in an e mail and would welcome comments from PCS in the area. 
MINOR MATTERS FOR DELEGATION TO CLERK/NEXT AGENDA. None. 
Date of Next Meeting Thursday February 14th .
Signed:

Date: 
BPC Jan 13 Mins. 
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