 BARDSEY CUM RIGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 11TH 2014.
POLICE AND RESIDENTS FORUM Crime Figures had been circulated from the Police prior to the meeting. There had been 3 burglaries, 3 burglaries other, and 1 theft non specific. 
PRESENT Cllrs Stentiford, Frankland, Bosomworth, Tatman, Bryant  ,Flockton, and Hoyland. 
APOLOGIES  Cllrs Sidle and Norton. 
DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS. Cllrs Stentiford and Tatman both declared an interest in Correspondence 4- site 6619. 
6617   MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON JULY 17TH These were approved. 
6618   MATTERS ARISING  
1.Grange Close – The Clerk had visited Mr Dyson of Hartlaw LLP who had agreed to check title with the Land Registry and had suggested that the Council should contact the 2 title holders  with a view to their signing a simple form of licence, allowing the Parish Council to mow the areas owned by them at its own expense. After circulating this suggestion to Cllrs by e mail, the Clerk had contacted Mr Dyson again informing him that some Cllrs appeared to prefer attempting to take the whole of the land into their ownership. He had replied explaining that the two householders are likely to have mortgages ,so the consent of their lenders would be required for any transfer of the property. This could involve a valuation, with consequent fees and delays. Also, in his experience, people do not like parting with ownership. After some discussion, it was agreed to ask Mr Dyson to draft a licence agreement as suggested and to ask whether he advised BPC to  register the remainder of the land in their name.(Action JG) 
2. Bowling Club Lease.  The Clerk had taken the existing lease to Mr Dyson for updating. The length of lease is for Council’s decision, but a conventional lease would be for 21 years. He advises taking advantage of new legal arrangements and becoming a charitable company. This should result in the Parish .Council having certainty over the identity of the tenant and offer some protection against personal liability for those running the club. This should be done before the new lease is drawn up. Mr Dyson recommends that if there is any prospect of redevelopment,  the new lease should include  an appropriate provision entitling the Parish Council to recover the land, on the basis that it provides suitable alternative premises for the club. After some discussion, it was agreed to suggest all the above to the Bowling Club, with the exception of the length of the lease. Cllrs agreed that this should be for 10 years. (Action JG) 
3. Road Re-surfacing – Woodacre Crescent Cllr Frankland reported that there had been some muddle by residents over who was to pay the bill. This had led to his having a meeting with some of the residents, where it was explained that the PC could not recover the whole of the VAT and the bill should not come through BPC accounts. The PC would simply contribute its share and should receive a separate quote from the contractor for its share of the work.  The residents accepted that BPC was unable to recover their share of the VAT and managed to persuade residents to contribute the total amount required(less the contribution agreed from BPC). They appointed a contractor and began work, but no communication was sent to the PC as requested.  It was agreed that the PC must receive the necessary paperwork and a separate invoice. (Action MB)   
4. Village Pond and surrounding area.- Quotation of £420 from GGS to remove 50% of weed . Council agreed to pay this and to ask Mark Hullah when he could do the work and where he would like a skip positioned. The Clerk to request the skip (Action JG) 
Cllr Bryant asked for assistance with signage and agreed to contact Norman Overfield for discussion on species. 
 Rosie Watts of PROW has promised to do work to improve the bridleway by getting more stone and filling in potholes, but has not done anything yet. (Action BH)                                                                                   5. Highways Update-  Cllr Hoyland reported the following:- 
· Mill Lane – Moorland Posts – Several noted that are damaged /missing . With the current budget this will be low priority and considered later in the financial year subject to budget review. 
· A58 – Bus Stop.- Mr Mawson has done all asked of him (tree work and cutting back on Church Lane) but Forestry have still to do their part of the  work.
· Milestone on A58 – Reported to Highways for reinstatement 
· Re-marking on A58 – Area from Bus Stop to Grange Close done but waiting for national contractors to complete up to Church Lane. 
· Keswick Lane -  No potholes  were reported to be within the national guidance for requiring repair, but nevertheless some  on edge of road towards Woodacre Lane should qualify for attention. 
· Blacksmith’s Field –Cllr Hoyland following up with Rosie Watts re self closing of gate. Zigzag road markings should be done at same time as A58 road markings. 
· Woodacre Lane/Crescent – Similar conditions to previous inspections – no worse. Again there was evidence of several recent repairs to hazardous defects. Long discussion with  Tony Penniston , Senior Highways Engineer, LCC, about road edging by bends, but he suggests contacting him again in October when more money may be available.
· Drain Clearing and Road Sweeping – Both requested after heavy downfall caused flooding to properties on Church Lane from water coming from Woodacre Cres/Lane(see item 6). 
· Rigton Bank – Passed to Andrew Bellamy, but low priority.
· Spear Fir – Patching completed and no further works planned at this stage. 
Cllrs complained about hedges, particularly on Keswick Lane, which require cutting back, but it was agreed to take no immediate action as  hedges in the area appear to be getting gradually cut. 

Cllr Tatman offered to approach Bev Kirk about Heras security fencing on the pavement side of the hand rail at the top of Keswick Lane (making the rail unusable),erected by E Bell Associates.  (Action GT) 
6. Flooding Issues affecting Household Insurance and e mails from Norman Overfield re flooding on Church Lane. Julie Norton is to send a report on her research to Cllr Sidle.  Norman had concerns that asphalting the end of Woodacre Cres could exacerbate the problem of flooding on Church Lane.  He is currently compiling a flooding report.   

7. Footpath Maintenance. The meeting arranged by Cllr Castle has had to be postponed and the issue will be dealt with at the next Wetherby & Harewood Forum. 
The Chairman has written to Cllr Procter for advice on ensuring there is a footpath as stated in the Approval for Keswick Vale. The Clerk said that Cllr Procter intends to attend the October meeting when the matter can be discussed. Cllr Tatman offered to ask Jessica Thomas, Planning Officer, for a further copy of the Approval .(Action GT)  
8. Japanese Knotweed. The Clerk has put Mrs Roberts of 6 Cornmill in touch with Ashley Joy, recommended by Cllr Bryant. She has agreed to employ him over a 3 year period and is writing to LCC to ask them to co-ordinate their work on the eradication of the knotweed on the A58 with his. 
9. Report on Bramham Park Draft Strategy. Cllr Frankland reported on the drop in session he and the Chairman had attended. The Estate is trying to generate funds to carry out a raft of repairs totalling £6.292,000. They still wish to persuade LCC to release from Green Belt their land on SHLAA site 1106, Bank Top to First Avenue. 
10..Allotments . Cllr Hoyland has done further investigation and has learnt that  Parks & Countryside are to write to PCs informing them that allotments will eventually become the responsibility of the local PCs. Councils will then be able to charge as much as they wish. Allotment holders are required to keep the inside of hedges cut back but the council would have responsibility for the outer side and could have a contract with Parks & Countryside to do this.  The Chairman suggested that the Council get the allotments registered as ACVs  so that if they ever come up for sale it will have first refusal to purchase. It was agreed to make no attempt to take them over at present.(Action ES)                                                                                                                               
6619   STANDING AGENDA ITEMS 
1 .Park Field – Vandalised Fence. Cllrs Bryant and Flockton reported a steep drop beyond the fence to the confluence of the becks where the water is quite deep. It was considered that the original advice from Health & Safety to Norman Overfield to have a fence there should be respected. Various suggestions were made as to how to make it less prone to vandalism. It was agreed to ask Mark Hullah to repair it again and to provide a price for putting in an extra post. His advice on whether to plant a suitable hedge should also be sought. (Action JG)
2. Neighbourhood Plan.- Proposal from Chairman and Vice- Chairman to invite David Gluck  to draft outline of Plan. The Clerk had first proposed an approach to David Gluck at the last SC meeting as she had been impressed by his expertise on NP issues at an East Keswick NP meeting. The Chairman and Vice- Chairman later met him and considered that his firm could assist in the final drafting of the Bardsey NP. The cost to the Council for use of his firm’s services  will be £3k ,but the Chairman explained that this will be met with from the NP grant he has already received . It was proposed Cllr Frankland, seconded Cllr Flockton, and agreed unanimously , that the proposal be accepted. 
3. Playground.- Report on August Inspection. There were no serious defects.  

4. Web Site .Cllr Frankland suggested that comments on the minutes of meetings should be sent in to the Clerk within a few days of their receipt and could then go on to the website. This was agreed. 
5. Sports Club.- Request for Further Grant. Steve Etherington, Treasurer, has written to the Council explaining that they still have to raise £50k each year just to break even. They also need to raise funds to repay £20k in loans. It would be greatly appreciated  if the PC would extend its loan for a further year ,or possibly two.  After some discussion, it was proposed Cllr Tatman, seconded Cllr Bosomworth, and agreed unanimously , that the Council should give BSC a grant of £5,000 for one further year.  
6620   PLANNING 

1 .New Applications.:-  
(a) P/14/04955 – Hill top Farm, Rigton Green – Change of use of barn to house and demolition of barns. – No comment 
(b) P/14/04925 – 8 First Ave – Enlarged Porch & Exts. – Object.  
© P/14/ 03599 – Gill Beck House, Spear Fir – Retro App. for attached Outbuilding to Garage.- No Comment.  
(d) P/14/ 0541 – 1 Wayside Crescent – Exts.- Object 
(e) P/14/05126 – 3 Wayside Avenue – Exts. 

(f) P/14/05100 – 7 Bracken Park – Alts. & Exts.  
2. APPROVALS BY LCC:-

(a) P/14/02746 – Former Gamekeeper’s Facilities to new Dwelling – Tarn Lane, Wike. 
(b) P/13/04814 – Greythatch, Wetherby Road – Ext. 
3. REFUSALS BY LCC                                                                                                          (a) 14/03335 – Starwood Grange, Wetherby Road – Retro App. for Fence above Wall on Boundary
6621   FINANCE 

1. Bills for payment:
(a) Mr M. Hammond – Pond Survey  (Retro)                              £25.00
(b) GGS Groundcare – Repair Playground Fence                        58.00
(c)Mr M.R. Hall – Installing Defibrillator (Retro)                           318.72
(d) Plus Net (DD)                                                                           23.40
(e) Cllr Bryant – Reimbursement Bench Work                              20.16

It was agreed to pay all the bills listed above. 

6622   CORRESPONDENCE AND NEW BUSINESS.

1 Village Map.  Norman Overfield found that part of the framework was broken and made every effort to locate and contact the original supplier. He has now succeeded. 
2.Offer of Commemorative Bench on Compton Lane. Tim Dickinson proposed that a new bench be positioned above Hills’ farm to replace the older decayed one on the left hand side of Compton Lane approx. 800 yards from its starting point. He would offer to donate or offer a donation on behalf of a family member .Cllrs expressed approval  but required further info. They suggested a bench like the one on Tarn Lane. (Action JG) 
3. E mail from Barrie Dyer re possible Advertising of Church View Surgery, Collingham, on Bardsey website. Mr Dyer made this request as a member of the recently formed  Parents Participation Committee, who thought this would be a good means of communicating with patients. Cllrs agreed .(Action JG) 
4. Proposal from Cllr Tatman that small changes be made to the Green Belt. Cllr Tatman had put this proposal to the SC at it last meeting but it had not been put to a vote. He wished to enlist support for this proposal to be sent  to Cllr Gruen of LCC during a “window of opportunity” up to 30.9.14,for submission of future planning ideas.     On the advice of the Clerk, he e mailed his proposal and a brief explanation and accompanying maps, to fellow Cllrs , but these were not made available until the day of the meeting. It had been agreed in advance that Cllr Frankland should replace Cllr Stentiford ( who also has an interest) for this section of the meeting, and neither he nor Cllr Tatman  should vote or participate in the discussion. The proposal, however, was never discussed .In view of the info being made available earlier that day,,2 Cllrs , not members of the SC, felt unable to vote on such an important issue. . Another Cllr, Cllr Bosomworth, at this point declared an interest. This means that the maximum number eligible to vote will be 5. The Council then decided to hold a special meeting when it was hoped that all eligible Cllrs would be able to attend. The week of September 22nd was the earliest possibility ,and it appeared at the time that all present could manage Wednesday September 25th. An extra meeting on this date was  agreed .It has since been found that this is not convenient for all, and there is no date before the end of September convenient  for everyone.
5. Resignation of Cllr Norton. Cllr Norton has sold her house in Bardsey and lives in York at present. Although she had originally hoped to return and locate property in Bardsey, she has been persuaded to remain in York. The Council agreed to advertise the vacancy in the Newsletter. If there is no response, the other candidate considered by the PC in March should be asked if still willing to serve on the Council. 
6623   MINOR MATTERS FOR DELEGATION TO CLERK/NEXT AGENDA.

1. Possible Insurance Issues with BSC following Cricket Ball Incident  It was confirmed that Cllrs Bosomworth and Stentiford would discuss this with 2 members of BSC. (Action ES/ MB)
2. Cornmill Ginnel – Cllr Frankland reported that there is a lot of dried mud there. He queried whether it is being swept regularly and the Clerk was asked to check.(Action JG)  Cllr Tatman reported that he had sent a reminder to Bev Kirk about his ideas for permanent improvement to the ginnel by LCC, but had been told that they could not justify such expenditure on this minor path. 
3. Village Hall Cllr Frankland had contacted the VH Chairman about the financial situation relating to the new building work currently underway. Cllrs confirmed that they have agreed an offer of £10k to the Hall, with a possible reserve offer of a further £10k if required. 

4. Road Signs – Cllr Frankland had observed that some are pointing in the wrong direction – Mill Lane and Compton Lane. This is probably as a result of wind ,but should be brought to the attention of LCC. (Action BH) 

Signed:

Date: 
BPC Sept. 14. Mins. 
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