Bardsey Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee 

Minutes – February 20th 2013.
Meeting held in Bardsey Village Hall (Committee Room) on Wednesday February 20th 2013
Present :- Stephen Bucknell (SB), Lyndsay Burns,( LB ), Jack Cairns (JC), Ian Frankland (IF), June Gallant (JG), Chris Sidle (CS), and Lance Tattersall (LT).
Also present were Geoffrey Tatman (GT) and Jim Dedicoat (JD)

 Apologies.:- Jane Ambrose,(JA),Mike Bosomworth (MB),Jane Ingham (JI) and Ed Stentiford (ES).
Chair of the Meeting :- In the absence of the Chairman, ES, who is still in hospital, IF chaired the meeting. 

 Declaration of Any Conflicts of Pecuniary and Other Interests. None. 
 Minutes of the meeting on January 29th   .These were approved. 
Matters arising:-
· Housing Survey .Rosemary Kidd had provided further breakdown of costs as requested and JC had advised on  postage costs. He had explained that it would be unreasonable for Village Newsletter deliverers to distribute the questionnaires but some savings could be made if we have access to a franking machine. IF had asked BPC  to agree to spend a total of £3,853 for the HNS .This resolution had been approved by the Council. The SC agreed that SB should be the contact with Rosemary Kidd. (RK).IF agreed to ask RK for a draft questionnaire as JC still considered the SC might be able to have some useful input.   
· Village Champions  CS considered that choice of these should be made following the distribution of the flyers. LB offered to act as champion for the businesses in the area. 
· Register of Interests Forms.  The Clerk said that there was still one outstanding.
· Needs of Small Businesses. LB has discussed the possibility of setting up a shop in the Bingley premises. The landlord is definitely interested in selling memorabilia and high class local  products. It is not considered that this would  impact on the store at Bank Top. Farmers, shopkeepers, garden maintenance companies , school, church and all running small concerns will  have to be consulted. 
· Maps for Website. This has now been obtained .IF had asked Andy Birkbeck whether it was possible for him also to send it electronically.
· Comments from Cllr John Procter re Approval of Parts of SHLAA sites. Cllr Procter had repeated his opinion that acceptance of part of a site was likely to lead to acceptance of the remainder. Ian Mackay had also been asked to comment. His opinion was that there was no inevitability about this. There was much discussion on this, with final agreement that the SC will draft an e mail to Ian Mc Kay asking for guidance on national planning policy regarding split sites. LT stressed that the SC must be prepared to consider alternative sites for development . 
 Reports by working groups:- 

· Planning – New SHLAA site,  and new Draft Timetable  for Site Allocations. Between meetings it had been learnt that the property adjoining GT’s site on Mill Lane – Hampson House – has now been added to the number of SHLAA sites. GT explained that he and his neighbour have now agreed to request that their sites be considered as a joint venture. Hampson House itself would not be likely to be demolished but Stone Gap, being of an older vintage would. They anticipated 14 dwellings in all on the joint site.  The date for knowledge of LCC’s decisions on site allocations is now April 15th, with a 6 week consultation period to follow ,and no definite decision until Autumn. The SC will need a quick meeting after April 15th and may need to have extra meetings in the short term following publication of the decisions of LCC. 
· Education Nothing to report. 
· Health. Nothing to report.
· Infrastructure. Nothing to report.
· Communications – Flyer prepared by CS A few changes to the draft flyer shown to Cllrs have been made. CS then researched printing costs and obtained SC support by e mail to use Write Design of Wetherby. The flyers will be distributed with the next Village Newsletters. JC, LT and CS offered to put the flyers in the newsletters. A repeat flyer may be required before consultation with the village on the referendum .The SC wished to record special thanks to CS for the work put into compiling the flyer. There is still an outstanding question of how the SC can best reach out to young people. 
 Report on East Keswick SC Meeting – Discussion on Transport  IF and JD had attended this meeting. JD had advised on the latest cut backs to bus services proposed by Metro for the Wetherby area. He advised the SC that the Bus Stop most used in Bardsey is that on Keswick Lane and in his opinion it would make sense to campaign for an increase in the service along this route rather than via the Congreves where there are few bus users. JD repeated this to Bardsey SC. and informed them of his approach to Dave Pearson at Metro about possible changes to the service through Bardsey, East Keswick and Collingham.
The 923 service is not well used and will probably not survive indefinitely. General transport issues were touched on – park & ride, car sharing, a special village taxi service, rent a car etc. 
It was agreed to write to East Keswick and Collingham suggesting setting up a joint Focus Group on Transport ,Footpaths and Cycleways.  

Discussion on Broadband- The Harewood & Wetherby Forum had been told at their last meeting that Leeds is to get Govt funding to enable 66% of the City to obtain faster broadband speed. Parishes wishing to be included should write giving their reasons. JG said she would write on behalf of East Keswick and Bardsey. 

 Request from Nick Lane Fox (NLF)for Meeting to discuss his proposed SHLAA site. Although JG had suggested delaying a meeting until site allocations were known, NLF wrote once more explaining that he would like an early opportunity to discuss his plans. IF then canvassed the views of SC members, the majority of whom considered this gave him an unfair advantage over other Developers. Some, however, considered that there was no reason why any other Developer could not put in a similar request and NLF’s plans for the area should be heard. It was finally agreed to write back to NLF politely asking his reason for wanting an urgent meeting with the SC and explaining the importance of acting fairly towards all potential site developers. 
 Availability of 2011 Census figures on ONS website. CS reported that there were 980 houses in the parish and 2525 residents at the time of the census. 
Any other business.

Queries from a member of BPC – The following points had been raised:-
1. Is the date of the SC meetings sufficiently well publicised? Should it not be included in the Newsletter.?                                                                                                                                      The SC considered that mention of the meetings could be made in the Newsletter with readers referred to the website for the latest information. 
2. Anonymity – Re the HNS – does this invalidate the results – multiple returns etc? There was some discussion on this, with final agreement that all the envelopes should be numbered, and anonymity preserved. 
.Date of next two meetings. March 20th and April 17th . 
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