Feedback from discussions between Ian Mackay (Leeds City Council’s Planning Department) and Andrew Birkbeck (Localism Officer) 
August 2012

Overview:
· Neighbourhood Development Plans (NDP) should be prepared in parallel with the Site Allocations DPD.
· It is important that each community establishes not only what their village wants but also what their village needs. 
· The main focus for development in the Core Strategy is the Main Urban Area, with Major Settlements and Smaller Settlements potentially taking a sliding scale of development, subject to social, economic and environmental sustainability.  This could mean some of the smallest villages will not be specifically considered for potential development by the Site Allocations DPD and therefore there is less pressure on these parishes to find development sites.
· The Core Strategy proposes a global figure of 4,600 dwellings to be provided in the Outer North East area. The distribution of this will be determined by the Site Allocations and Neighbourhood Plan process.  

· Parishes producing a NP must be pro-growth. 
·  At this stage of the process parishes should come to a general view about strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats in their neighbourhood. This process will help the steering group reach agreement on what the issue are and what should be the content of the NP
· Parishes/steering groups need to ensure that their arguments, policies and  proposals are based on comprehensive, clear and ‘sound’ evidence. It isn’t likely that Examiners will expect a document that has the evidence required by a Public Body. 

· There must be a clear audit trail for the Neighbourhood Plan. This means notes, minutes, agendas etc

· Sustainability should be embedded into the plan from the start. There is no requirement for local communities to do a sustainability appraisal but a more general assessment of sustainability is strongly advised. The Council can advise on this.
· There are 12 principles in the governments National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). These principles should be used to inform the approach and content of a neighbourhood plan (http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/planningandbuilding/pdf/2116950.pdf) 
· Leeds City Council will be doing an initial assessment of all the SHLAA sites over the next few months. This process will include coming to an initial view of the sites and splitting them into three categories -  those that are unlikely to be acceptable for development, those sites may be acceptable and those sites that are acceptable (already an allocation or planning approval granted)
· The initial assessments will form the basis for Ward Member briefings to commence in October. It is hoped that these briefings can be completed in October but there may be some slippage. This will be an early opportunity for local communities to express their views (through local ward members) and for the Council to listen to what communities are saying prior to the Site Allocations consultation
· As a guide, any group undertaking a NDP should:
1. Engage with all the local community, including those hard to reach groups.

2. Agree on a vision i.e. what the village wants as well as needs and where the community wants it to be in 15+ years time.
3. Undertake a community profiling exercise – gather existing and new information and data. 
4. Do a broad-brush assessment of existing SHLAA sites and consider potential alternative sites, if needed.
5. Use the site assessment pro-forma to make assessments as required. Much of the form will be filled in by the Council, so there is only a need to complete section as highlighted.
6. The site assessment pro-forma will be used by Council officers to assess SHLAA sites. 
7. If a parish/steering group propose a new site (which is not a SHLAA site) then this group should consider the sustainability of the site. 
8. Leeds City Council will provide guidance as to how parishes/steering groups should consider sustainability issues and will also help the parishes/steering groups to make sure any design principles are worded correctly to achieve their wishes. 

9. If a parish/steering group wants to resist the development of a SHLAA site they should build a well evidenced case to argue against development. 
10. During this period, parishes/steering groups can continue to have meetings to ensure they are in line with the Leeds City Council’s Local Development Framework (LDF)  timetable.
11. The main opportunity for communities to have their say is during the Site Allocation consultation period which is likely to take place during the early part of 2013.
12. There is no sense in submitting a NDP until you have gone through this consultation period. 
· The timetable for the adoption of the Core Strategy is currently proposed as:
	Pre-submission consultation on further changes
	Winter 2012

	Submit final document to Secretary of State
	Late winter 2012/early spring 2013

	Examination
	Spring 2013

	Adoption
	Autumn/Winter 2013


· LCC will appoint an examiner, in conjunction with the relevant parish/town council or neighbourhood forum.  Examiner’s guidelines can be found in the Planning Inspectorate website. Link to home page: http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/planning/planninginspectorate/
· Parishes/steering groups can also identify new Local Green Spaces (not already in existence).
